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We have spent the last few weeks evaluating the grammar of film: image, editing, and 

sound.  Now you will apply what you have learned by analyzing a scene (or sequence) in 

a feature-length film. 

 

Your assignment is to choose ONE film from the list on the following page and choose 

ONE scene of approximately three to seven minutes in length.  A sequence—that is, two 

or three short, consecutive scenes—will also work.  Either way, you will analyze around 

three to seven minutes of consecutive screen time. 

 

You should discuss some of the techniques that we have studied, for example: 

 • distance, number, angle, lens 

 • mise-en-scène 

 • lighting, composition, focus, camera movement 

 • editing (continuity, discontinuity) and sound (diegetic, non-diegetic) 

 

Assume that the reader of your essay has seen 

the film in question.  Do not tell the plot.  

Instead, make an ARGUMENT.  It is not enough 

to mention the elements listed above.  Explain 

HOW and WHY they are used to serve a 

particular story or achieve a particular effect.  

Persuade the reader that your analysis of the 

scene is a good one.  Why did the filmmakers use such a technique at this moment?  Be 

specific.  You are welcome to include a list of shots and/or some images, but they do not 

take the place of a vivid, well-articulated analysis. 



THE LIST 

The Public Enemy (Warner Bros., 1931) William A. Wellman   LIBRARY 

Stagecoach (United Artists, 1939) John Ford     KANOPY 

His Girl Friday (Columbia, 1940) Howard Hawks    KANOPY 

Double Indemnity (Paramount, 1944) Billy Wilder    LIBRARY 

Bicycle Thieves (Italy, 1948) Vittorio De Sica     KANOPY 

Tokyo Story (Japan, 1953) Yosujiro Ozu      KANOPY 

Last Year at Marienbad (France/Italy, 1961) Alain Resnais   LIBRARY 

8 1/2 (Italy/France, 1963) Federico Fellini     KANOPY 

Persona (Sweden, 1966) Ingmar Bergman     KANOPY 

Raging Bull (United Artists, 1980) Martin Scorsese    LIBRARY 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

• Submit a Microsoft Word file or a pdf as an ATTACHMENT to your email.  No other 

 format (including Google docs) will be accepted. 

• Use a normal, 12-point font and double-space EVERY LINE. 

• Write in paragraphs.  Indent each paragraph.  Do not skip lines between paragraphs. 

• Maximum length = 1,000 words. 

 

• On top of the first page include the following information: 

Your Name 

Title of Film 

Start Time of Selection (0:00:00) 

ENGL 250 

Reading Film 

Word Count: Number 

 

• The essay is worth fifty points, which is one-third of your final grade. 

• An essay received after the 9:00 am deadline will lose five points.  No excuses or 

 exceptions.  An essay submitted more than one week after the deadline will be 

 graded without the benefit of comments and corrections. 

• If you want more guidance, feel free to visit during office hours or set an appointment. 


